Farmers’ Practices for Weedicide-free Farming
P. K. Kumaran, Nilgiri, Tamilnadu

Area: Experience: Crops: Tea, Coffee, Pepper, Coconut, Arecanut, Cardamom,
7 Acres 10 years Nutmeg, Vanilla, Ginger, Turmeric, Bananas, Pine apple etc.
L Weeds are needed to keep the health of the soil . So full removal of weeds are not needed

(R

Weeds are of two types —grasses and herbs
Weeds should not be allowed to grow above crop
In the first two years weeding is essential in tea garden. Then tea grows tall and reduce weed proliferation.

Mulching: During planting time, after the land preparation mulching is done using dry leaves and
green leaves. Per acre 200 Glyricidia cuttings were planted along the hedges — It gives 25 tons of
green manure after 3-4 years . This is cut and put as mulch and this reduces weed growth . This
also helps in water conservation and improving soil health

Intercropping: Pulses

Shade through tree planting: Fruit trees are planted intermittently, Shade of the trees keep
weeds under control.

Planting Planning: This planting is done in a way that provide 65 % sunlight can be received on
the ground.

Mechanical Weeding: We used small tools/weed cutter to control weeds during this time.
Soil health: This helps in increasing the carbon in the soil.
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Desi Cow
Threes and Shade
Tree Panting
Organic Manure
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