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Overview

 14th May, 2020 dated Draft Notification

27 pesticides listed for ban

Comments within a period of 45 days

 10th June, 2020 dated Addendum to draft 

notification

Manufacture for export purpose only

 Comments period extended to 90 days
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Brief Background

 Expert Committee, 8July13 –

neonicotinoids

Mandate expanded to 66 pesticides

 Report submitted on 9Dec15

 Recommendations approved, 14Oct16

18/66 pesticides ban order, 8Aug18

12 banned by 1Jan18, 6 by 31Dec20
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Compelling reasons for Ban

• Impact on Non-Target 
organisms

• Resistance & Resurgence

• Market Shares

• Monopolies

• Export Rejections

• Contamination

• Burden

• Residues

• Gaps – lack of info & data

• Conflict of interest

• Safety science

• Deemed Registered Pesticides

• State govt. bans

• Opacity

• Spurious (diversion)

Regulation Food

EcologyBusiness
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Lives/Livelihoods of 

Farm Workers & 

Farmers



Pesticide Industry

 India is 4th place – after America, Japan and China.
 2017 value of Rs.33,561 crores

 Growth rate now 12%, earlier 8-10%

 Domination of foreign companies

 Bayer AG, Yara International ASA, BASF, Bayer Crop 

Science, MakhteshimAgan Industries Ltd, Dow Agro 

Sciences, Monsanto, Syngenta, Aventis, Agrium etc. 

Lallemand Inc., ArystaLifeScience (Japan) and Sinofert

Holdings Limited (China).
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Bad Health..

Pesticides

Pesticides 
inside 

farmers 
bodies

Fevers in 

rural areas

(JE)

Impact on 
rural women 
and children Occupational 

and 
accidental 
exposures

Suicides
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Features to focus

 Pesticides (Technical Grade) installed 

capacity utilisation is 35 %

 Pesticides (Technical Grade and 

formulation) are trade surplus during 

2017-18

 Export orientation

Export more than installed capacity
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Features to Focus

 Total output is valued at Rs.39,873 crores (2014-15) 

and Rs.44,970 crores (2015-16)

 Pesticide growth rate variation 8.52 (2011-12), 15.41 

(2013-14), 0.57 (2015-16) and -0.48 (2017-18)

 Data on 43 important pesticides only (> 60 technical 

grade manufactured in India)

 Only 17/27 pesticides data is available – average 

CAGR -0.67, 88.32 capacity utilisation (2012-13 to 

2017-18)

 There is no data on 10/27 pesticides
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11/27 – most common residues
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Report of the Expert Committee to frame a policy for Monitoring of Pesticide Residues in Fruits & Vegetables, Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare, 2012



Counter arguments 1

 With export orientation, Indian farmer is a curry leaf in 

the argument.

 Cost to farmer would go up

 From Rs.150-300 to Rs.450-700 per acre (industry claim) 

 Farmers usually go for mixing/ cocktail

 A 2015-16 Study in Maharashtra shows 
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A. Acephate 272-401

B. Monocrotophos 228-418

C. Imidacloprid 303-460

A+B+C 760

A+B 347

B+C 594



Counter arguments 2

 Turnover loss

 Wide variation in claims

 Nothing Adds up
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FICCI 2015 Domestic Market 12,800 crores

Ministry Exports (2017-18) 14,810 crores

Ministry Output (2015-16) 44,970

PWC 7 pesticides 5245 crores

PWC - Sale loss of 

Rs.4,000 crore (20 % of 

domestic market)

Total domestic market 20,000 crores (calculated) 

42,000 crores (mentioned)

Corteva 25% of exports 3702 crores (inference)



Regulatory Issues

 5,800 companies > 1,00,000 registrations

 Easy registrations - Me-too registrations

 Many old molecules (40 registered in 1970, 40 

banned, 42 old products, 100 products limited in 

use) - Many molecules going off patent 2022-24 

(PwC)

 Comments were invited on 37 pesticides in 2005

 State-level bans (Maha,TS, Kerala and Punjab)

 17/27 pesticides are ‘deemed to be 
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Thank You

 Email: 

nreddy.donthi20@gmail.com

 Ph. 9010205742
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