
AN OVERVIEW OF INDIAN 
FARMERS AND AGRICULTURE

ALLIANCE FOR SUSTAINABLE & HOLISTIC AGRICULTURE (ASHA)



Year

Total 

Population, 

in Millions

Rural 

Population, 

in Millions 

(%age of 

Total 

Population)

Total 

Workers, 

in Millions

Agricultural workers 

(in Millions)
Total Agri 

Workers in 

Millions 

(%age of 

Total 

workers)

Cultivators

(%age of total 

agri workers)

Agricultural 

Labourers

(%age of total 

agri workers)

1951 361.1 298.6 (82.7) 139.5 69.9 (71.9) 27.3 (28.1) 97.2 (69.7)

1961 439.2 360.3 (82.0) 188.7 99.6 (76.0) 31.5 (24.0) 131.1 (69.5)

1971 548.2 439.0 (80.1) 180.4 78.2 (62.2) 47.5 (37.8) 125.7 (69.7)

1981 683.3 525.6 (76.9) 244.6 92.5 (62.5) 55.5 (37.5) 148.0 (60.5)

1991 846.4 630.6 (74.5) 314.1 110.7 (59.7) 74.6 (40.3) 185.3 (59.0)

2001 1028.7 742.6 (72.2) 402.2 127.3 (54.4) 106.8 (45.6) 234.1 (58.2)

2011 1210.8 833.7 (68.9) 481.7 118.8 (45.1) 144.3 (54.9) 263.1 (54.6)

Number of Cultivators and Agricultural Labourers as per Census 2011 



Men and Women in Agriculture, Census of India

2001 Census 2011 Census

Total Male Female Total Male Female

Cultivators, absolute Nos. 127312851 85416498 41896353 118692640 82706724 35985916

Out of total cultivators 100 67.1% 32.9% 100 69.7% 30.3%

Agri Labourers, absolute Nos 106775330 57329100 49446230 144329833 82740351 61589482

Out of total agriculture 

labourers
100 53.7% 46.3% 100 57.3% 42.7%

TOTAL workers in Agriculture 234088181 142745598 91342583 263022473 165447075 97575398

Out of total workers in 

agriculture
100.0 61% 39% 100 63% 37%

Cultivators’ percentage within 

total Males and total Females
60% 46% 50% 37%

Source: compiled from Census data



Number of agricultural households as per NSSO 70th Round

Social 

Group

Estimat

ed 

Number 

(Crores)

No. of 

HHs %

<0.01 

Ha

No. of 

HHs % 

0.01-

0.40 Ha

No. of 

HHs % 

0.41-

1.00 Ha

No. of 

HHs % 

1.01-

2.00 Ha

No. of 

HHs % 

2.01-

4.00 Ha

No. of 

HHs % 

4.01-

10.00 

Ha

No. of 

HHs % 

10.00+ 

Ha

ST 1.21 1.9% 22.9% 40.8% 22.5% 9.6% 2.2% 0.1%

SC 1.47 4.6% 44.0% 34.1% 11.5% 4.5% 1.4% 0.1%

OBC 4.10 3.0% 31.3% 34.7% 17.2% 9.7% 3.6% 0.5%

Others 2.24 1.1% 29.9% 32.6% 17.9% 11.8% 6.1% 0.6%

Total 9.02

(100%)

0.24 Cr.

(2.6%)

2.87 Cr

(31.9%)

3.15 Cr

(34.9%)

1.55 Cr

(17.1%)

0.84 Cr

(9.4%)

0.33 Cr

(3.7%)

0.04 Cr

(.4%)

Distribution of Agricultural Households by size class of land possessed (Ha) & Social Background; (NSSO excluded households which are entirely agricultural labour households, 

households receiving income entirely from coastal fishing, activity of rural artisans and agricultural services)



Other “Farmers”

Number of landless rural households in India (NSSO 70th Round, Jan-Dec.2013, Report No.571)

• In the 70th NSS Round, 7.41% of 15.6 crore rural households were landless (owning no or 

less than 0.002 Ha): 1.16 crore HHs

• In the 59th NSS Round, 1.48 crore households (10% of rural households) were estimated to 

be landless.

NUMBERS IN FOREST, FISHERIES AND LIVESTOCK SECTORS

• Livestock sector: 2.24 crore persons

• Fisheries sector: 1.4 crore persons

• Forest-dwellers: 10 crore persons (no official figures for this)

http://mospi.nic.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/Report_571_15dec15_2.pdf
https://www.nddb.coop/about/genesis/significant/facts
http://nfdb.gov.in/about-indian-fisheries.htm


GROSS CROPPED AREA AND NET SOWN AREA IN INDIA 

Geographical Area. 

2014-15
328.73 million hectares

Net Sown Area, 

2014-15

140.13 million hectares (decline of 3 million 

hectares compared to 1990-91)

Gross Cropped Area, 

2014-15
198.36 million hectares

Net Irrigated Area, 

2014-15
68.38 million hectares

Gross Irrigated Area, 

2014-15
96.46 million hectares

(Source: Table 4.1, Pocket Book 2018 -
https://eands.dacnet.nic.in/PDF/Pocket%20Book%202018.pdf)

https://eands.dacnet.nic.in/PDF/Pocket%20Book%202018.pdf








IRRIGATION EXTENT, SOURCE WISE 

Source Area in hectares Percentage

Total Net Area Irrigated 68,100,000 hectares 100%

Canals 16,278,000 hectares 23.9%

Tanks 01,842,000 hectares 2.7%

Tube wells 31,126,000 hectares 45.7%

Other wells 11,312,000 hectares 16.6%

Other sources 07,542,000 hectares 11.1%

NET AREA UNDER IRRIGATION BY SOURCE, ALL INDIA PICTURE, FOR 2013-14

Source: Statistical Year Book India 2017, All India Table 12.1 (A): 

http://mospi.nic.in/statistical-year-book-india/2017/181

http://mospi.nic.in/statistical-year-book-india/2017/181






Number of operational landholdings (Agriculture Census 2015-16)

Number of Holdings ‘000s Area ‘000 Ha Avg size of Holding, Ha

Year 2000-01 2005-06 2010-11 2015-16 2000-01 2005-06 2010-11 2015-16 2000-01 2005-06 2010-11 2015-16

Marginal
75408 83694 92826 99858 29814 32026 35908 37960 0.40 0.38 0.39 0.38

(62.9) (64.8) (67.1) (68.5) (18.7) (20.2) (22.5) (24.1)

Small
22695 23930 24779 25777 32139 33101 35244 36435 1.42 1.38 1.42 1.41

(18.9) (18.5) (17.9) (17.7) (20.2) (20.9) (22.1) (23.3)

Semi-

Medium

14021 14127 13896 13776 38193 37898 37705 37168 2.72 2.68 2.71 2.70

(11.7) (10.9) (10.0) (9.4) (24.0) (23.9) (23.6) (23.6)

Medium
6577 6375 5875 5485 38217 36583 33828 31367 5.81 5.74 5.76 5.72

(5.5) (4.9) (4.2) (3.8) (24.0) (23.1) (21.2) (20.0)

Large
1230 1096 973 831 21072 18715 16907 14212 17.12 17.08 17.38 17.10

(1.0) (0.8) (0.7) (0.6) (13.2) (11.8) (10.6) (9.0)

All Holdings
119931 129222 138348 145727 159436 158323 159592 157142 1.33 1.23 1.15 1.08

Female Operational Holdings : 20218 out of total 145727 thousand holdings – 13.87%

Female operated area: 18187 out of total 157142 thousand hectares – 11.57%



Livestock Numbers - Overview

NUMBERS (19th Livestock Census, 2012)

• Total Livestock: 512.06 million numbers

• Total Bovines: 299.98 millions

• Sheep & Goats: 200.24 millions

• Poultry: 729.21 millions

PRODUCTION

• Total milk production: 176.3 million tonnes in 2017-18

• Total eggs production: 95.2 billion numbers in 2017-18

• Total wool production: 41.5 million kilos in 2017-18

• Total fish production: 12.61 million tonnes in 2017-18

Source: Pocket Book of Agricultural Statistics 2017

http://dadf.gov.in/sites/default/filess/Livestock%20%205_0.pdf


COOPERATIVES

NUMBER OF PRIMARY AGRICULTURAL CREDIT SOCIETIES (PACS)

• Number of PACS: 92789 ; Number of Members: 12,10,88,000

Source: Statistical Year Book India 2017 (http://mospi.nic.in/statistical-year-book-india/2017/213), Year: 2014-15 

DAIRY COOPERATIVES IN INDIA

• Number of village level societies: 155,634

• Membership: 1.51 crores out of which 0.43 crores are women

• Annual amount paid to producer member through dairy cooperatives touched: 260 billion rupees in 
2012-13 (estimated annual value of India’s milk production amounts to more than 2900 billion rupees in 

2012-13

Source: https://www.nddb.coop/about/genesis/significant/facts

FISHERS’ COOPERATIVES

• Number of “Fishermen’s” Cooperatives in 2012-13: 14731, with 21,81,296 membership

Source: http://fsi.gov.in/LATEST-WB-SITE/pdf_files/statistics/hofs-2014.pdf

http://mospi.nic.in/statistical-year-book-india/2017/213
https://www.nddb.coop/about/genesis/significant/facts
http://fsi.gov.in/LATEST-WB-SITE/pdf_files/statistics/hofs-2014.pdf


AGRICULTURE CREDIT

• Number of accounts under PSL Agriculture Credit, 2017-18: 11.32 crores 

• Amount disbursed under PSL Agriculture Credit, 2017-18: 11,62,617 crore rupees

Source: Data submitted by banks in ENSURE portal of NABARD, and as submitted in a GoI affidavit to the 

Supreme Court of India

• Kisan Credit Cards – cumulative number issued since inception: 17.68 crores as on 

31/3/2018





AGRICULTURE INSURANCE/DISASTER COMPENSATION

Year (both Kharif 

and Rabi seasons)

Total Premium 

collected by 

Insurance 

companies

Number of farmers 

insured

Per farmer insurance 

cover spending

2016-17 21983 crores 5.77 crore farmers Rs. 3810/year

2017-18 25426 crores 5.21 crore farmers Rs. 4880/year

2018-19 28311 crores 5.40 crore farmers Rs. 5243/year

TOTAL PREMIUM COLLECTED BY INSURANCE COMPANIES IN PMFBY

14th Finance Commission award to Disaster Response Fund for 5 years: 55000 crores

Per farm HH availability, over 5 years: Rs. 6100 in all. 



Picture of Agriculture Insurance in past 3 years

Year No. of Farmers Insured
No. of Farmers 

Benefited by Claims

Total Claims Paid to 

Farmers

2014-15 37.08 million 19.09 million Rs. 7,775 Cr.

2015-16 48.55 million 29.94 million Rs. 20,789 Cr.

2016-17 57.21 million 30.13 million Rs. 15,902 Cr.

2017-18 48.77 million

12.60 million 

(Most claims of Rabi 

2018 yet to be paid)

Rs. 15,710 Cr. 

(Most claims of Rabi 

yet to be paid)

Kharif 2018 31.02 million Ongoing season Ongoing season

Source: Compiled from Parliament Replies







CHANGES OVER A DECADE IN THE SITUATION OF FARM/AGRI HOUSEHOLDS IN INDIA

Parameter studied

NSSO 70th Round

(in Year 2012-13)

NSSO 59th Round

(in Year 2002-03)

Estimated Number of Rural Households 156.14 million 147.90 million

Estimated Number of Farmer/Agricultural 

Households 90.20 million 89.35 million

Proportion of farm/agri households in rural 

households 57.80% 60.40%



PICTURE OF MONTHLY AVERAGE RECEIPTS AND 
EXPENDITURE IN FARM/AGRICULTURAL HOUSEHOLDS

Breakup of Average Monthly Income per Farm/Agri Household

Parameter studied
NSSO 70th Round

(in 2012-13)

NSSO 59th Round

(in 2002-03)

Total average monthly income, all India, in Rupees 6426 2115

Cultivation 47.90% 45.82%

Livestock 11.90% 4.30%

Wages/Salary 32.20% 38.72%

Non-Farm 8% 11.16%

Picture of Monthly Expenditure, in Rupees (%age of expenditure)

Average Total Monthly Consumption Expenditure 6223.00 2770.00

Average expense on productive assets 513 (8.2%) 198 (7.2%)

Average monthly expense on Crop Prdn/Cultivation 2192 (35.2%) 733 (26.5%)

Average monthly expense on Livestock Farming 1388 (22.3%) 865 (31.2%)

Compiled for NSSO’s Situation Assessment Surveys (SAS) of 70th and 59th Rounds



Average monthly income & consumption expenditure(₹)  per 
agricultural household for each size class of land possessed

size class of 

land possessed

(ha.)

income from 

wages (₹)

net receipt from 

cultivation (₹)

net receipt 

from farming 

of

animals (₹)

net receipt 

from non-

farm

business (₹)

total income 

(₹)
total consumption 

expenditure (₹)

<0.01 2902 30 1181 447 4561 5108

0.01 - 0.40 2386 687 621 459 4152 5401

0.41 - 1.00 2011 2145 629 462 5247 6020

1.01 - 2.00 1728 4209 818 593 7348 6457

2.01 - 4.00 1657 7359 1161 554 10730 7786

4.01 - 10.00 2031 15243 1501 861 19637 10104

10.00+ 1311 35685 2622 1770 41388 14447

all size (inc. n. r.) 2071 3081 763 512 6426 6223

agricultural 

households, 

estimated (00)
472806 831784 642764 89903 900892 902039

Source: NSSO 70th Round Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households, Report No. 576



ALL INDIA MONTHLY INCOMES FOR AGRICULTURAL HOUSEHOLDS (DIFFERENT SOCIAL GROUPS), IN RS.

Combined Season, July 2012-June 2013

<0.01 0.01-0.400.41-1.001.01-2.002.01-4.00
4.01-
10.00

10.01+
All Size Avg

Income
All Size Avg. 
Expenditure

Total 

estimated 
No. of HHs

All 4561 4152 5247 7348 10730 19637 41388 6426 6223 90203900

STs 6467 4815 4957 6375 8153 14270 100792 5864 5019 12096500

SCs 4177 3649 4390 6138 7874 13074 24961 4539 5321 14736200

OBCs 4582 4170 5249 7211 10654 18904 35214 6378 6239 40977800

Others 3786 4339 6028 8761 12677 22384 46030 8059 7436 22393300

Source: NSSO 576th Report, 70th Round on Situation Assessment Survey on Agricultural Households



Indebtedness in Farm/Agricultural Households

70th Round 59th Round

Number of Farm/Agri Households 

indebted
52% 49%

Average Outstanding Loan, in 

Rupees
47000 12585

Proportion from Institutional 

sources
60% 48.5%





Officially counted farm suicides in India: 332798 (1995-2016)
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Source: National Crime Records Bureau annual ADSI reports



Source: Pocket Book of Agricultural Statistics 2018, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare















Land & Water Resources….

• “Direct consequences of agricultural development on the environment arise from 
intensive farming activities, which contribute to soil erosion, land salination and loss 
of nutrients. The introduction of Green Revolution in the country has been 
accompanied by over-exploitation of land and water resources and excessive 
usage of fertilizers and pesticides." (SoE Report, 2009).

• About 44 million hectares of land in India are degraded due to salinity, alkalinity, 
acidity and waterlogging, compared to the net cultivated area of 142 MHa
http://www.moef.gov.in/soer/2009/SoE%20Report_2009.pdf

• India - world’s largest groundwater user. 29% of GW blocks in semi-critical, critical or 
over-exploited categories - also, polluted with fertilisers & pesticides. Fifty-four 
percent of India’s groundwater wells have declined over the past seven years, and 
21 major cities are expected to run out of groundwater by 2020. The total estimated 
groundwater depletion in India is in the range of 122 to 199 billion cubic meters. 
Groundwater over-extraction leading to carbon emissions (2-7% of annual CO2 
emissions)

• 70% of India’s surface water polluted incl. from agro-chemicals

• Agro-diversity rapidly eroding

http://www.moef.gov.in/soer/2009/SoE%20Report_2009.pdf
https://www.wri.org/blog/2015/02/3-maps-explain-india-s-growing-water-risks




Organic Farming Extent, as per official data

• Total farm area currently under Organic Certification is 27.70 lakh hectares in 

the country 

• 5.98 lakh hectares under Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) 

• 0.639 lakh hectares under Mission Organic Value Chain Development for 

North Eastern Region (MOVCDNER) 

• 19.38 lakh hectares under National Program for Organic Production (NPOP) 

and 

• 1.70 lakh hectares under other initiatives

• http://164.100.24.220/loksabhaquestions/annex/171/AU3767.pdf

http://164.100.24.220/loksabhaquestions/annex/171/AU3767.pdf

